
 

Ruger M77 w/tang safety TRIGGER ADJUSTMENT: 

Instructions show three adjustment screws: 
 
1. Overtravel adjustment screw : a set screw on bottom front of trigger assembly  
2. Sear adjustment screw:  slotted screw head on bottom rear of trigger assembly that affects how much of 
trigger sear makes contact 
3. Weight of pull adjustment screw:  set screw on trigger itself, you can see inside trigger guard.  This set screw 
engages the weight of pull spring. 
 
It is the Sear adjustment slotted screw and the weight of pull adjustment set screw that affects the weight of pull 
 
Ruger model 77 Tang Safety Trigger Adjustment Picture from Rifle Basix Instructions for installation of their 
replacement trigger sear: 

“After installation of Rifle Basix sear made only for the Ruger 77 Tang Safety models (not Mark II), adjust 
weight of pull adjustment and sear adjustment for desired weight of pull.”   

“Turn sear adjustment screw clockwise (CW) to reduce sear engagement, counter-clockwise (CCW) to increase 
sear engagement.”  

“Turn weight of pull adjustment clockwise (CW) to increase weight of pull, and counter-clockwise (CCW) to 
reduce weight of pull."   
 
“Overtravel Adjustment Screw: the Rifle Basix instructions says to turn it counter-clockwise 3 turns BEFORE 



INSTALLING NEW SEAR.  After sear installation and weight of pull adjustments described above, then turn 
overtravel adjustment screw clockwise (CW) until it stops, then turn counter-clockwise (CCW) 1/4 turn.”  

 

 

 



==================================================== 

Adjusting the trigger on a Ruger Model 77 with tang safety 
Discussion in 'Technical Questions & Information' started by fyimo, Oct 21, 2009. 
 
Adjusting the trigger on a Ruger Model 77 with tang safety: 
 
Indeed the Ruger 77 trigger is adjustable (on earlier versions), but it is not easy or intuitive. It is made unlike 
any other. I doubt that I can remember exactly how to adjust it without the trigger in hand. 
 
I have a Ruger 77 in .243 Win and adjusted the trigger about 10 years ago.  I remember that it was not easy, nor 
intuitive.  Here is a link to the Brownells schematic of the gun: 
http://www.brownells.com/.aspx/pid=0/sid=87/schematicsdetail/M_77_Bolt_Action 
 



 
I can tell you that #39 is a lock set screw and has to be unscrewed before you can adjust the sear engagement 
screw, #72.  
 
As I remember it onevor both are locktited in place. The actual sear engagement surface of the trigger is a fork 
of metal on the trigger whose engagement is adjusted by #72 screw but the lock set screw must be loosened 
first. Once adjusted you MAY have to readjust the overtravel adjustment screw. 
The pull force is adjusted with the set screw in the trigger, which is available without removal of the receiver 
from the stock. I believe the overtravel is set by the set screw in the front of the trigger housing. But you'll have 
to verify that. 
 
For the sear engagement it appears the trigger housing has to be in the receiver to see what the engagement 
really is as the sear is pinned to the receiver and the trigger is in its own removable housing. Do not adjust until 
only the points of the sear engagement surfaces are engaged.  



 
There has to be some overlap of flat surfaces (probably 0.010 to 0.020 inches). The sear engagement controls 
the creep and the safety of the trigger.  Get it too little and the gun can go off from a bump. 
 
The only way to be sure of these adjustments is to examine the trigger system and figure it out. The instruction 
manual for the gun only covers the pull adjustment and says to leave the other adjustments alone...probably 
good advice if you don't understand exactly what the other adjustment do and where they are in the assembly.  
 


