
-:Ro11111ncin5 t,� ,£0115 'Jl;f t� 
6'J J.1111;11t"v 'hlotf 

•r:1e tradition of 1he long tine dates well back ro rhe era of the mm ­
lock muzzleloader and has always been connected 10 extreme ly
precise long shots, demanding ucmosr marksmanship from the

tifleman. The most famous early long riOe, which left i ts  decisive  111a11<
in histoiy, was the Pennsyl vania, or popularly called Kenmcky ri fle of
the American colonists of the I 8th cemury, \1./h ile the regular am1ies
of the Independence war still threw erratic pelaton fire over 1he banle
fields, tl1e backwoodsmen of rhe American militia taught rhe Brit s  a
bloody lesson about sniping, They hit their men cleanly ar previously
unheard of distances up to 300 paces, with black powder and
patched lead balls. For a long rime, people thought they would gain

if berrer ballistics with longer barrels, but the main secret of the out ­
� standing precision of the long PennsYlvania 1ifle, besides the supeib
:ii marksmanship of the men, who had to rely on their shooting abilities

� eveiy single daY, was the greatly enlarged distance between the open
;, sights, which reveals the slightest error in aiming the gun. 
� When the wor ld adopted the breach loader and me�111icii � cases a hundred years later, the long rifle was still essential for long
� precise shooting; receiver- or tang-moumed peep sighrs even added a
" 

,; great deal to it. Long sholS were, of course, required on wide-open
plains. For jungle shooting at dose quarters in somhem Asia and
Africa the hunters armoiy was backed up by a heavy and handy large 
bore double rifle. The double, despite its evertasting fame, was by no
means a general-purpose gun, i1 was rather a veiy specialized weapon
10 follow up  dangerous, or even worse, wounded big game into thick 
cover. I r  was meant as an addition ro a general pul])ose, precise shoot• 
ing rif

l
e .  When Mauser brought out their unbeatable Model 98 bolt

action, they also conrinued 1he rra­
dirion of the long rifle to  some

exten1. They furnished shon ba r ­
reled and fully s1ocked, so 
called 'Stuczen• as well , which ,
strangely enough, was
referred to by Ame1icans as 
rhe Mannlicher Sl)'le rifle.

The short Mannlicher or Mauser Stuczen was again a veiy specialized 
rifle for mountain hunting in the Austrian Alps , which occasionally
involved some serious climbing. Those chamois hunters willing ly sac ­
rificed flac rrajecroiy for the handiness and lightness of che Stutzen.

The Mauser long 1ifle pictured above is a magnificent exam­
ple of a so called C1pe Rifle. Ir was made around 1904 by die famous
Immanuel Meffert of Suhl/Gem1any for his agent R. Muller of Cape 
Town/South Africa. Ii features a heavy octagonal barrel of 33" with
imegral full-length ri b . Typically for a Cape Rifle, it has English express
sights up to 500 yards plus a flip-up sliding sight for up to 1,200
yards. The South African settlers strongly bel ieved in these long rifles
for hunting open plains, but also wanted a gun that doubled up as a 
defense am1 in case of war, which situation was smoldering a t  the rum
of the 20th cennuy. In my arch ives I found a funny adverrisemem of
MJle r .  He was nor only represeming German firearms and ammuni­
tion, he was also the agent of Steinway pianos. An unusual combina­
tion indeed: guns & pianos!

This particular Cape Rifle features an odd caliber. 1 1,2 x 60.
It was purchased by a Mr .  Evans wiih buffalo hunting in Bechuanaland
in 111ind. To rhe um1osc horror of his family down in the well settled
easrem Cape, this young father decided co hunt dangerous game up
in the wild cou111FY, which we nowadays call Botswana. One n ight ,  he
and his friends erected their beds right in Ll,e open under a tree, and 
wenc co sleep. He suddenly woke up ,  with goose bumps on his neck,
sensing danger, and quickly grabbed his long lifle, but  nothing hap ­
pened, the night was dead still, so he fell asleep again. In the ,nom­
ing, they found fresh cracks of a leopard righc between their beds. TI1ey 
had obviously camped under the cat's favolite clawing tree. Nexr night
fa,ans climbed 1he 1ree - the beds were removed, of course - waiting
for the leopard to rerunt I t  didn't show up, but instead of it , he shot
a huge lion with his long rifle .

Long accurate rifles, no maner which action used, were for
decades the most popular South African sponing rifles. The advent of
the scope changed the picture, because the scope largely eli111inated
the need for long distance be tween -th e -iron sights for precise shoot-
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' " Model Long Carabin - an extremely elegant long rifle by my German collegue Max Ent

and tends co blow up at shorter distances. I
scrongly believe rhar a bullet for heavy game
must have good sectional density. Besides 
RWS, only rhe Ausrri,m Hirtenberger ammo
plant adopred die 8 x 68S and brought out 
two loads. One with the excellent 200gr
Nosier par\irion and another with the odd
ABC bullet, a homogenous gilded meral pro ­
jectile with a small lead core in the l ip .  
Unfonunacely, some European rifles don't
digesr the Nosier part ition very well. and the
ABC bullecs lack in low rraj ecroty. To cut a
long sco,y short, the 8 x 68S has always been 
a bit sickly on the bullet side. The carrridge
never gained any following in Norrh America, 
alchough ir should be a perfect elk and 
moose round. lcs main stronghold has been
confined to Europe. In recent years. sales are 
declining however, and the 8 x 68S is losing
ground against the .300 Wearherby. I also
w .1m ro mention a curiosity on behalf of RWS
faccory ammo in 8 x 68S. A cartridge collec­
tor friend of mine brought me an old box of
official factory ammo with FMJs and electron ­
ic primers. TI1e lot # indicated a production
date in the 1960s. Unfo"unate ly the only
thing I could find out is, that Heym of 
Germany built a prototype rifle for d1is 
ammo. However, I suspect it was a law
enlorcemenr long range sniping all,1ir.

In addition to Germany and 
Austria, the 8 x 68S has always been very
popular with French and Spanish sportsmen. I
was rather surprised co find ir quire popular in
South Africa as well. One of our Spanish 
subscribers sem me some lovely photos 
of the 1960s. His dad used co hum
around the globe with his 8 x 68S
Mauser rine. He was the on lysponsman I ever heard of, 
using the 8 x 68S wich 
solids on  elephanc in
CAR. I certainly 
wouldn't do 
that. My old
friend Tony
Sanchez. who 
always has some 
odd scories 
from the 
good old 

days on hand, rook rhe late Friedrich Krupp
of Krupp Steel on safari in Sudan in the 
1950s. Back then, ic was the most expensive 
safari the Sudan had ever seen, bm the mas ­
cer of the rings , as he was nicknamed afrer the 
three ring  logo of Krupp Steel, was not a very
rafkacive man, and the 40 days safari was a
rather boring affair. He drove Tony nucs, 
because whenever he. showed him elephanc, 
buffalo and lion, old Krupp was not very
inceresced, bur every time they saw a gazelle 
far away on che horizon, Friedrich Krupp 
became exciced and loaded his long ba,reled
8 x 68S. It always took him ages to gee ready,
but each time when a gazelle hie the dust , the
old man was del ighted and felt like a king.

My decision to chamber my long
rifle for the 8 x 68S was clear. However, being
unhappy wich the facco,y ammo available, I 
decided co make my own, as I would be too 
difficult a customer for someone else's prod­
uce. I strongly believe chat the very best hunc­
ing bullet ever designed, was che DWM
(Deutsche Waffen- und Munitionsfabriken)
Strong lacker Bullet of the 1930s. (see Hat.iri
Times # 6 on the 9 ;3 Brenneke and the 
article on rhe 8 x 60 Magnum in this
issue). lack Ca"er of Trophy 
Bonded Bullecs was also 
intrigued by the DV/M
design and cook a 
loan based on it as  

a starter to 
develop his 

Bear Claw 
Bullel Since they 

were quice difficult 
co manufacwre. He 

larer simplified his bullers
co a solid shank type, noc

dissimilar to the Hirtenberger
ABC ,  but with a substantially larger 

fead core. So I reproduced the old
magic DWM Strong Jackec and improved

it with a bonded fead core. When it comes
to hunting bullets, I believe in cwo things:
firstly in conventional lead cores and second­
ly in heavy for caliber bullec weights. Even a 
long-range rifle is no exception to rhis rule of
mine. light bullets might sc.uc off with very
impressive muzzle velocities, bur what you
really want , is an aerodynamic bullet of high
sectional density to carry the flat trajectoiy
way out to a long range. This is cerr.1inly the
basic purpose of a long-range rifle. no matter

An extremely rare pre-war 8
x 68S rifle by Max Wolf or
Zella-Mehlis. 
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if we are talking about the continenral
8 x 68S or the  American .300 

Weatherby. By the way, the very popular 
.300 Winchester, due to ics shon neck and 
short over,111 length, is not really su itab le for �
bullets heavier than I 80°

0
r, since 1he bigger .;;�slugs have ro be seated vetydeep, thus reduc- •

ing powder capacity. I found the besc com- i,,promise for rhe 8 x 68S in a � 
2 IOgr semi pointed Strong Jacket projeciile . �
lncidencally, for the various .300 magnums I Q
prefer a 200gr bullec. II you hunc heavy f 
Af1ican plains game. elk and maral srags or �=
bear, you shouldn't go for less lead. ' 

Now, wich the a1111110 question sorr ­
ed om, I went shopping for a good quality
long barrel of 28" o r  more to squeeze the
mosc out of the 8 x 68S shell. I soon faced
problems. None of the barrel factories was
able lO supply what I wanted. The barrelswere eirher roo shorr, or not available for the.
8 x 68S cwisc rate , which is different co the
8mm Mauser. Or the sec up cost for a special 
length and special conrour were truly outra­
geous, and del ivery time wouldn't fit my
schedule for my South Africa trip, for which I
badly wanced Llie long rifle.

What now? While liiing on a cliem's 
rifle I was desper,11efy thinking how to solve
ihe problem ,  My eyes suddenly caught a
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